
 
 
 
 
  

		

	

The San Jacinto Patriot 

Please join us July 6 at the Post Oak Grill (1415 S. Post Oak 

Lane, Houston, TX 77056) for our monthly meeting, which will 

feature Bruce Bramlett, Executive Director of The Battleship 

Texas Foundation. The Foundation’s mission is the repair, resto-

ration, and dry berthing of the Texas.  

Bruce is a former YMCA Volunteer of the Year and has served as 

Chairman of the Y Partners Campaign Chair, which under his 

stewardship, set fundraising records. Bruce is a Admiral of the 

Texas Navy and is a member of the Historic Naval Ships Associa-

tion and The National Maritime Historical Society.  

He resides in The Woodlands with his wife, Donna.  

The meeting will begin at noon. The cost of lunch is $25. Reser-

vations are not required.  

July’s Meeting to Feature Bruce Bramlett 
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April 5 Meeting to Feature Dan Worrell 
 
April’s meeting will feature Dan Worrell as our keynote speaker.  

Dan was born in Poteet, Texas, but has been a resident of the Greater 

Houston area for most of his life. A retired Shell Oil geologist with expe-

rience in various research, exploration and management roles, he holds a 

Bachelor’s Degree from Rice University, a Master's in Teaching from 

Northwestern University, a Master of Arts in Geology from the Univer-

sity of Wyoming, and a PhD in Geology from the University of Texas at 

Austin. 

In retirement, he has augmented his earlier geologic publications with a  

a number of books on the social history and usage of the concertina, a 

Victorian musical instrument that has gained favor in traditional music 

circles in recent years. This is his first publication on Texas history. 

Dan Worrall is a member of the Harris County Historical Commission, 

working since 2014 on a project to bring historical markers to significant 

sites in western Harris County. He is also a director of the Morse-Bragg 

Cemetery Association, and worked to save and protect that nineteenth-

century graveyard in the Uptown area from development. That task has 

recently been accomplished, and the cemetery, replete with a granite ob-

elisk and a soon-to-be-installed Harris County historical marker, is now a 

Harris County Precinct 3 park. Dan is one of a fifth generation of his 

family to live in the Houston area, and some of his ancestors could be 



 
 

 
 
 
 
  

found at Pleasant Bend, Piney Point, and Wheaton’s Ford along the San 

Felipe Trail, among other places.  He appeared on the recent PBS docu-

mentary, Post Oak. 

Meetings Are At the Post Oak Grill 
Our meeting will be at the Post Oak Grill at noon on February 1. The 

formal program lasts an hour. The cost of lunch is $25; no reservations 

are required.  

If you can’t make it for this meeting, future meetings are on the 1st 

Thursday of every month. 

SRT Quarterly Meeting 
 

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the SRT’s National Office in Bay City, the 
June quarterly meeting will be held in Bay City at the Hampton Inn. Please 
make plans to attend on June 8–9.  
 
For more information, please e-mail the National Office at aa-srt@son-rep-
texas.net.  

 



 



 
  Message from the President 

 
Howdy! 
 
I hope you have had a happy Easter and enjoyable spring break (if such a thing exists in your 
world). 
 
I am truly excited to be serving as the chapter President. If you were at the March meeting, you 
heard me say that I believe that being a Texan is pretty much the best state of condition a per-
son can be in and the story of how I was introduced to the Sons of the Republic by Frank Daniel 
(thanks again for coming, Frank) and how excited my brother and I were to learn of our eligibility 
and how I told him, “This doesn’t change us, but it might explain us.” It is awesome to have a 
genetic connection to the Republic of Texas! 
 
It has been a busy month since the last chapter meeting. Great Texas Independence Day obser-
vances. The annual SRT meeting, which was held in Georgetown. Then, as will be evident at our 
April meeting, I broke my ankle on a family ski trip to Utah. Still, we managed have a chapter 
board meeting, where we laid out some exciting objectives for the chapter, including: 
 

- Some evening meetings throughout the year so that we can connect with our members 
(and potential members) who can’t make it to our lunch meetings 

- Some fund-raising efforts in support of things such as our Sailor’s fund. 
- Participation in some local community events. 

We will talk more about these things as details unfold. 
 
In the immediate future, we have the San Jacinto Day observance at the San Jacinto Monument 
on April 21. Our chapter is very involved in this event and I encourage our members to attend. 
The ceremony will start at 10AM and will be in the theater inside the monument this year. Be-
cause the 21st falls on a Saturday this year, the annual festival and the battle re-enactment will be 
on the same day as our ceremony. Because of this and the limited seating available in the thea-
ter, I encourage you to come early. 
 
Of course, we will have our monthly meeting prior to that on April 5 at the Post Oak Grill. I look 
forward to seeing everyone there. 
 
God bless Texas! 

 Paul 
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BENEATH the genial blue-arched southern sky, 
Where constant spring yields flowers of every dye; 
Where San Jacinto’s limpid waters glide, 
And mingle with the Gulf’s contending tide! 
Midst grove-capped bills, adorned with ceaseless green, 
Where nature represents her loveliest scene, 
And gives her richest beauties to the earth 
A nation’s independence had its birth. 

In such a land—in such a matchless clime— 
Where bird, and bush, and blossom seem divine, 
The wild horse sported, and the savage trod— 
Untutored one, and one defying God; 
Regarding neither law, nor time, nor place, 
The sod their bed, their home unbounded space 
Until the sons of Anglo-Saxons came, 
To find a land so fair to reason’s reign. 

Yet o’er this fresh and bright luxuriant land 
A soulless despot claimed supreme command, 
Who, by his dark and superstitious sway, 
Obscured the sacred light of moral day, 
And, with his cringing, cowering minions, came 
To rear his standard, and his power maintain: 
Onward, enraged, he marched o’er field and flood, 
Marking each footstep with a patriot’s blood. 

But here the sons of free-born sires unfurled 
Their one-starred banner, and defied the world 
For in no bosom dwelt a selfish thought: 
All struck for vengeance, and for justice fought. 
They met! the conflict blacken’d like a storm 
Foe fell on foe, and form was piled on form, 
Until Jacinto’s plains were stained with gore, 
And freedom’s eagle, undismay’d, could soar. 

What lofty form, with brave and martial air, 
Rides forth beneath the patriot’s lonely star 
With steady eye, and heart without dismay, 
Directs the movements of that glorious day? 
It was the master spirit of the brave 
O’er Houston’s plume the banners proudly wave; 
His country’s pride—her hope and boasted chief, 
Who won a lasting name and fadeless wreath. 
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What gallant form led on the foremost rank, 
Unsheath’d his sword and spurred his charger’s flank 
Then with one shout-one loud, inspiring whoop— 
Gave bold examples to the rushing troop; 
And like a meteor, through the cloud of strife, 
Left death behind, where all before was life? 
It was the brave, invincible Lamar— 
The son of genius and the soul of war! 

Hockley, with eagle eye and dauntless breast, 
And Burleson, the dragoon of the West, 
Soon changed the gathering whirlwind of alarm  
Into a fierce and loud impetuous storm; 
And Wharton was there, whose high, devoted soul 
No fear could stay, no mandate could control; 
He cheered the conquering, trampled o’er the slain— 
“The keenest blade on San Jacinto’s plain.” 

And there was Horton, near his chieftain’s side, 
His word to hear, his rushing lines to guide; 
Sherman, the brave, and Millard, ever true, 
With Rusk, and Coleman, battling close in view; 
While Karnes, and Cook, and Somerville, and Bell, 
Stood arm to arm where foemen thickest fell 
Each, bent on conquest, firmly kept his post 
For every man was “in himself a host.” 

In future time, then may the pilgrim’s eye 
See here an obelisk, pointed to the sky, 
Commemorative of each patriot’s name, 
Who nobly battled for his country’s fame 
And on its pedestal, and tapering spire, 
Read epitaphs that freemen will admire, 
Inscribed in lasting characters of gold, 
To celebrate the gallant and the bold. 

James Burchett Ransom, 
City Gazette of Austin, 
January 5, 1842 

Ode to San Jacinto 
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Chapter Officers 

Named in honor of the late Curtis Osborne (San 
Jacinto Chapter President 2014–2016) and 
awarded to members of the San Jacinto Chapter 
who have served the Chapter with extraordinary 
distinction.  

2018 Recipients 

James Bevill 
Tom Houston, KSJ 

Past Recipients: 

Sam Houston, IV, KSJ – 2014 
J. Richard Reese, KSJ – 2014 

Tom Green, KSJ – 2015 
William P. Haddock – 2015 

Randy Pollard – 2016 
Ron Brown, KSJ – p2016 

The Curtis Osborne San Jacinto Star Award 


