
 
 
 
 
  

		

	

The San Jacinto Patriot 

Please join us July 6 at the Post Oak Grill (1415 S. Post Oak 

Lane, Houston, TX 77056) for our monthly meeting, which will 

feature Bruce Bramlett, Executive Director of The Battleship 

Texas Foundation. The Foundation’s mission is the repair, resto-

ration, and dry berthing of the Texas.  

Bruce is a former YMCA Volunteer of the Year and has served as 

Chairman of the Y Partners Campaign Chair, which under his 

stewardship, set fundraising records. Bruce is a Admiral of the 

Texas Navy and is a member of the Historic Naval Ships Associa-

tion and The National Maritime Historical Society.  

He resides in The Woodlands with his wife, Donna.  

The meeting will begin at noon. The cost of lunch is $25. Reser-

vations are not required.  

July’s Meeting to Feature Bruce Bramlett 
of the Battleship Texas Foundation 
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May 3 Meeting to Feature Christie Erickson, 
the Modern Day “Yellow Rose of Texas” 

 
Christie Erickson will return for our May meeting. Growing up in a mili-

tary family, Christie traveled and went to school in several different 

states and countries all over the world, including Greece, Germany, 

Okinawa, and 12 states. She was employed with Clear Creek ISD as the 

District Internal Auditor for 12 years and now owns her own consulting 

business, Yellow Rose Tax & Financial Services, LLC. She is a member 

of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Speakers Committee, a mem-

ber of Western Heritages’ History Live and an honorary member of the 

Sons of the Republic, Sidney Sherman Chapter.  

One-Woman Stage Play:  The Story of Emily West, the Yellow Rose 

of Texas is a historical piece performed in character (costume). The story 

can be adapted to be told anywhere from 15 minutes to one hour allow-

ing time for questions. This dramatic piece is very heartfelt because it 

speaks about a young woman that was born into slavery but was not ac-

cepted by either the blacks or the whites of her time due to her bi-racial 

coloring. After the production, there are many questions regarding the 

song, “The Yellow Rose of Texas,” the costume that is worn and of 

course, the beautiful hats that is worn by Emily West that is often much 

adored by the ladies!!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Emily West Morgan, aka “Yellow Rose of 
Texas” (b.1815), is a folk heroine whose legendary 
activities during the Texas Revolution have come 
to be identified with the song “The Yellow Rose 
of Texas.”  
 
Morgan was a free woman of color, or a “high yel-
low” as used in those times, born in New Haven, 
Connecticut. In 1835 she was contracted to Capt. 
James Morgan in New York to work as an inden-
tured servant for one year in Morgan’s Point, 
Texas, at the New Washington Association’s hotel 
as a housekeeper as repayment for her relocation 
to Texas.  
 
On April 16, 1836, West and other residents 
of the hotel were kidnapped by General Anto-
nio López de Santa Anna’s Mexican cavalry, dur-
ing their march to face the army led by Sam Hou-
ston. The captives were in the Mexican camp on 
April 21 when Houston’s force attacked during 
the Battle of San Jacinto.  
 
According to accounts from members of Hou-
ston’s army, Morgan was instrumental in detain-
ing Santa Anna during the battle which ultimately 
led to his capture. 

Christine Erickson as the “Yellow Rose of 
Texas” 

San Jacinto Chapter Monthly Meetings 
 
Monthly meetings are held at the Post Oak Grill 
(1415 S. Post Oak Lane, Houston, TX 77056) on 
the first Thursday of every month. Meetings are 
called to order at noon and last an hour. 
 
Lunch is $25. No reservations are required. 

June SRT Quarterly Meeting in Bay City 
 
In honor of the 25th anniversary of the SRT’s 
National Office in Bay City, the June Quarterly 
Meeting will be held at the Hampton Inn, 4617 
7th Street, Bay City, TX 77414 (Tel. 855-214-
4563). 
 
The meeting will be June 8–9. 
 
Please e-mail any questions to aa-srt@son-rep-
texas.net.  



Scenes from San Jacinto Day, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

⇠	
Denton Bryant and 
President General, Ed 
Heath, present the 
award for the winning 
Texas history essay to 
John Kameron Searle. 
 
Jim Bevill narrated the 
battle reenactment. 

⇣  



 
 
  Message from the President 
 
I hope everyone had a good April. 

The big event for the SRT and our chapter was the San Jacinto Day ceremony on April 21st at the 
San Jacinto Monument. Sir Knight Joe Davidson did his usual eloquent job with the invocation. 
Denton Bryant and President General Edward Heath presented the SRT essay winners with their 
scholarship awards. Sir Knight Denton Bryant and Sir Knight Ed Heath, President General, 
awarded presented the award for the winning essay to John Kameron Searle, the son of 
Kameron Searle.  

I had the honor of announcing our USS Texas Sailor of the Year awards, which were: 

 Sailor of the Year – Machinists Mate Keith Taylor 

 Junior Sailor of the Year – Information Systems Technician Alexander Scott 

 Blue Jacket of the Year – Sonar Technician Michael Schneider 

Though not directly related to our chapter activities, it is worth noting that our own Carl Hill was 
recognized as a Knight of Texas, an honor bestowed by the Texas Army, during a separate cere-
mony. Congratulations, Carl! 

As is our custom, we gathered after ceremony at the San Jacinto Inn for a great lunch. 

Though the season of the battle for Texas Independence has drawn to a close, we still have 
many occasions to look forward to. In May, we have our monthly meeting on the 3rd. On the 5th, 
folks all over will be celebrating the victory of a Texas-born general over the French. 

Our mission in the SRT is to celebrate our ancestors and I would like to do more of that specifi-
cally. We aren’t all descendants of Sam Houston, but all our ancestors did something remarkable 
just in making it to Texas. I am certain that there are some interesting stories to be told and I 
would like to offer a forum for you to do that. If you would like to write up an article about your 
family, submit it for publication in this newsletter. Perhaps you could even put a presentation to-
gether for one of our meetings. Get with Jeff Corbin if you are interested in that. 

Don’t forget…If you have any announcements, let me know. We will publish them in the news-
letter. 

See you at the meeting and God bless Texas! 

 Paul 



	

	

The Texas Connection to the Battle of Puebla 
How Cinco de Mayo is Celebrated in Goliad 
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Across the street from Presidio la Bahia is a replica 
of an adobe house of Goliad’s most famous, native 
born son. About 400 feet to the south is a bronze 
statute donated by the people of Puebla, Mexico 
honoring him for commanding the army, which 
included 500 Texans, that won the battle which is 
celebrated by Cinco de 
Mayo.  

Ignacio Zaragoza was 
born March 24, 1829. 
His mother was Juan Se-
guin’s sister, and his fa-
ther was an infantryman 
in the Mexican army. 
After the Texas Revolu-
tion, the family moved 
to Matamoros and even-
tually to Monterrey. In 
1844, Zaragoza entered 
a seminary. After two 
years, he realized the 
priesthood was not his 
calling and tried, unsuc-

cessfully, to enlist in the 
Mexican army.  

After working as a merchant for several years, Za-
ragoza joined the militia of Nuevo León in 1853 as 
a sergeant. When the regiment was incorporated 
into the Mexican army, he was promoted to cap-
tain. In the later half of the 1850s, he fought on 
the side of liberal forces in a series of rebellions 
seeking to overthrow the great survivor and dicta-
tor, Santa Anna, who had seized power. 

By April 1861, Santa Anna would be exiled once 
again, and Benito Juarez, a reformer who distrust-
ed the Catholic Church and foreigners, became 
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President of Mexico and appointed Zaragoza as 
Minister of War and Navy. Three months later, 
Mexico defaulted on its debts to France, Great 
Britain, and Spain, which were incurred to re-
financed Mexico’s debt from the Mexican–
American War and the various Wars of the Re-

form that occurred in the 
intervening years. With 
this debt and the loss of 
millions of pesos worth 
of gold looted from 
Mexico’s treasury by 
Santa Anna and his cro-
nies, Mexico was in dire 
financial straits. 

The French army was 
dispatched to collect the 
debt, and it started by 
the capture of Mexico’s 
principal port at Vera 
Cruz—one of the gov-
ernment’s main sources 
of levying tariffs and im-

port duties. From there, 
France would stage its 
army for an eventual 

march to Mexico City. In 1862, Zaragoza resigned 
from the ministry to lead the Army of the East. 
Immediately, Zaragoza started fortifying Puebla. 
One of his most important decisions was to re-
cruit Porfirio Zamora a Tejano residing near Al-
ice, Texas to lead a light cavalry unit. Zamora 
then recruited 500 Tejanos from Corpus Christi 
to the Rio Grande Valley.  

Because of their lives as ranchers and their fre-
quent confrontations with mobile, nomadic Indi-
ans, the Tejanos became skilled horsemen and de-

Bronze statue of General Ignacio Zaragoza with 
Presidio La Bahia in the background. 
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veloped a technique of fighting in small, offensive 
units of 3 to 15 men. The light cavalries could 
move easily and make shock attacks by either rid-
ing straight through an infantry or surrounding it 
on all sides.  

On May 5, 1862, 
French forces at-
tacked in a battle 
that lasted the en-
tire day. The vast-
ly outnumbered 
Mexican army re-
pulsed the first 
attack on the twin 
fortresses of Lore-
to and Guadalupe. 
During the second 
wave, the French 
army ran out of 
powder and muni-
tions for its can-
ons allowing the 

Mexican infantry 
and cavalry to go 
on the offensive. Flanking Mexican infantry, sup-
ported by text-book style cavalry followed a dis-
orderly retreat of the French. In all, the French 
army suffered around 500 dead, 600 wounded, 
and 500 captured. Mexican casualties were shy of 
100 dead and a similar number wounded.  

The Battle of Puebla was a much needed, symbolic 
victory for the people of Mexico who were de-
moralized after decades of civil war and unrest. 
The War of the French Intervention would go 
badly for Mexico, ultimately culminating in the 
with installation Austrian Archduke Ferdinand 
Maximilian as Emperor Maximilian I. It would not 
be until 1865 that Republican forces led by Benito 
Juearz would gain the upper hand. Finally in 
1867—in part due to political pressure from the 
United States and military aid to Mexico from the 
United States—France withdrew from Mexico. 
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General Zaragoza did not live to see the French 
expelled from Mexico. Months later, he contract-
ed typhoid fever and died at the age of 33. Fol-
lowing a state funeral in Mexico city, on Septem-
ber 11, 1862, President Juárez issued a decree 
changing the name of the city of Puebla de los An-
geles to Puebla de Zaragoza, and he made Cinco 
de Mayo a short-lived national holiday. 

Captain Zamora would be awarded Mexico’s se-
cond highest military medal. Eventually, he and 
his Tejano volunteers returned to their homes in 
Texas. They held the first Cinco de Mayo celebra-
tions north of the Rio Grande, yet as they died, 
their celebrations faded into history. 

One hundred fifty years later, May 5 is just anoth-
er day in Mexico. It is not recognized as a holiday. 
Unless May 5 happens to be on a weekend, banks, 
government offices, and businesses are open. On-
ly in the States of Puebla and Vera Cruz are there 
Cinco de Mayo observances amid the hustle and 
bustle of everyday life. Ironically, it is the country 
that was home to the Tejano volunteers that cele-
brates this battle—whether the result of ethnic 
pride or crass marketing. While most Americans 
observing the day do so by eating obscene 

Captain Porfirio Zamora 

Zaragoza Monument in Puebla, Mexico 
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amounts of Tex-Mex food and drinking margaritas 
and tequila shots, in Goliad, the day indeed takes 
on special meaning, where its citizens not only 
honor the exploits of a native son but the 500 
Texans who volunteered to keep Mexico from 
becoming a European colony.  

General Zaragoza remains a popular military hero 
in Mexico. In 1995, he was featured on the new 
series of 500 peso banknotes. Yet, history is ap-
parently under attack in Mexico too. In the 2010 
series the General was replaced with the artwork 
of Diego Rivera (1886–1957) and his wife, Frida 
Kahlo (1907–1954). 

General Ignacio Zaragoza and the Battle of 
Puebla featured on the 500 peso banknotes 
issued  in 1995. Below is the current series is-
sued in 2010 featuring a portrait of Mexican 
artist, Frida Kahlo. 
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Secretary Bobby Miller 
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Committeemen: 
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Doak McBryde Jordan Becker 
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Chapter Officers 

Named in honor of the late Curtis Osborne (San 
Jacinto Chapter President 2014–2016) and 
awarded to members of the San Jacinto Chapter 
who have served the Chapter with extraordinary 
distinction.  

2018 Recipients 

James Bevill 
Tom Houston, KSJ 

Past Recipients: 

Sam Houston, IV, KSJ – 2014 
J. Richard Reese, KSJ – 2014 

Tom Green, KSJ – 2015 
William P. Haddock – 2015 

Randy Pollard – 2016 
Ron Brown, KSJ – p2016 

The Curtis Osborne San Jacinto Star Award 


